PHILOSOPHY
Oneofthegoals ofTreasuring ChristChurch isto reach across all
bourdariesforthesake ofthe gospeland for the gory of God. Oneofthese
cultural boundariesthatgetsa lot of biblical attertion ispoverty. Incaring
orthe poor,the churchSaim is to get the message of thegospel of hopeto
hose who,due to life situations, feel hopel ess. Following biblical principles, the
church has anundeniablepriorityto @refor the believing poor,that is, those
haoselives have been radically altered by Jesus but who, asthey fdlow him,
experierce fnancial, emotional, or physical neediness. Thisdoes not meanthe
church dbesrit extend mercy to the unbelieving pocr. It does mean thataswe
sperd cur ime, mone y and other resources, the churchstop priorityshoud be
he poaor in aur bcal body. To demonstrate this, ve suggest that roughly 70%of
he churchs benevolencetawards the poor will be gven to believersand 30%to
unbdievers. To futhereplain this conapt consult the diagram to the nght.
Often,the Bible speaks about caring for the poar. Whileone ategory of the
pooris refaring to the ‘poorin spirit” (ex. Matt. 5:3), anatherard nore
common usageisofthe financially or physically poar. Yet these two
cate gories shauld notbe seen as mutually exdusive, asthegospel shoud
permeate any attemptto hap both the spiritually broken aswellas the
rarcially or physically bankrupt. Indeed, thosewho are physically pcor graphi-
cally illustrateourown impovesished spintual @ndition. Segirg theimportance
of caringforthe poaor in Jesus'ea rthiy ministry, the church must see its responsi-
bilityto priaritzethe believing poor. But aswefollow Jesus‘example, we cannat
stop there It was Jesuswho called his fdlowers to extend mearcy tothe battered
man becauseoftheinpusticedoneto himin thestory ofthe'good Samaritan”®
(Luke10) andtoinvitetothedirnertable nat those who can pay you back but
he poor who @an't payyau back (Luke 14:13) and who described his @ming as
being ancinted to*prodaim good newsto thepoor” (Luke4:18). There fare as
vefollow theexampleof Jesws” mission and try to ke ep biblical prioritieswith
proper emphases, v havetaken biblical @tegoriesin describing thepoorand
developed achartas avisualtod to help us practiclly wade through @aring
orthe poor. Thenurbers in each quadrant loosaly represent biblical pricrities
vhilethe crosshairs communicate @ tegories.

Quadrant 1 G ufl less/Bd leving )-For thechurch, ministry tothe poor should first be gin within
thechurch. BHlically there are further distinc tionsmade. Gene rally, prim acy shoulkd be given to
beliaverswho are poor by “nofault of their owif (er. 234. Bib lical exam ples include widows
who are Rithful to God and have no family able to carefor them (1 Tim5:35) A we tryto
practically im plem ent this principle, athe r exa mples might include : inf ntorp hans, believers who
are heavily burdenad with m edicd bilk, beliave rswho areoppre s ed by governm ents and socid
sructures or individua lsa ssociated with the persecuted chuch around the workd, who aeliving
in physicd povertyas aresult Acts2, Gdatians2:0, 69-0, Matthew2540)

Quadrant 2 G ufl ty/Bel e ng)- Thos in thisqua drant, <till in the®hous ehold of fath"that Paul
state swes hould care for firg 15al.6:10 arebelievers who are poor becasethe y somehowaid ed
in their ownfinancid or physicad detriment. Biblicadly, Paul addresses the be lievers who ae idie
sy ing,If oneis notwillingto work, let him not est “(2Thess.3:0).50 maybetheywareguilty
ofidienes s which led © physical o financid poverty but are now repe ntant and de sire hel p and
accountability. Another examp lecould be arepe ntant believer whois striving to free him s IF
from d ebt accrue d because of pa & foolish choice sbut de spitea sustained effort it isim probable
that hewill pay it off without help.

Quadrant 3 (G ufl less/Unb el evin g)- The quiltlke s funbelieving arethose who are poor” by no
fult oftheirown®(Jer 234) yet the yare notfollowersof Jesus and should notb egive n priority
over cate gories oneor twa Practically,qus drants 3and 4 get roughly 309 ofthe chuch’s
designated e saurces As we sp eak the gosp & to unbeliavers, Jesis” examp leand e mp hasisto
the poor leadsthe peopleof the church toine ntionally enga gethe unbe lieving poor.Thos e
bebonging to this quadrant might include: unbe lieving widows ,unb dieving orphared,
dhandoned, or sbuse d kid § those heavily burdened with me dical bills, and unbe lievers
oppress d bygovernments social sructuresor individuals, who are living in physical p overty
@a result.
@iles

Quadrant4 (Gufl ty /Unbel leving } The fnal priority of

caing for the poor lies withinm em bersofthe guilty/

unbelie ving com munity. Me mbe rsof thisqua drant 1 3

aethosewho aenot trustinginC hrist and who have

med e poor deci sons toaid in their own fina ncial or

physical detrim ert. Examples ofthosewithinthis ~ —— e Unblevry
quadrant would be: thosewith largea mountsof

consumer debt addicts of any sort, progtitutes etc. 2 4

Forp ractical way sto lovethe poog, se= thefollowing

Sctions.
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